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Thinking Theologically through worship II: What kind of service is this? 

As we promised, in the coming weeks we will use this column to help worship 

teams think theologically through some of the key building blocks of a Chapel 

worship service. The first issue to tackle however is this: What kind of  

services do we take our chapel services to be? 

Christian worship services come in different kinds, all with their own  

character and rhythm.   The most prominent is Sunday morning service. As in 

all worship, the congregation comes together to praise and pray to God, but 

the central moment is when the congregation falls silent, pricks their ears, 

and stretches out their hands: God speaks in Word and Sacrament. It is  

because of this that Sunday (Lord’s day) worship services are led by someone 

ordained; they are the ones who can speak and act in God’s name.  

Very different kinds of services are Morning and Evening prayer. Here the 

Christian community comes together to mark time. Several liturgical scholars 

have argued that in the early church this meant marking beginning and  

ending of the day in the light of Christ’s resurrection. Rising before dawn to 

watch for daylight Christians prayed and sung texts that climaxed in a song 

greeting the sunrise, symbolizing the resurrected Christ. At night they prayed 

at the time of the lamp-lightning, praising Christ as the light of the world that 

no darkness came overcome. These prayers are voiced by the whole  

community and can therefore be led by all, ordained and non-ordained.  

Because there is a difference in who is leading these different services, there 

is also a difference in what elements go into each liturgy. For example, if you 

look up morning and evening prayers in the Book of Common Worship or  

other worship books, you will find they end with a “dismissal,” but no 

“blessing”: because they are not led by ordained people. 

Where do our Chapel worship services fit? The issue is that they are not all the same. Every week, the Lord’s 

table is celebrated in one of our services, which makes it like a Lord’s Day service. The services where  

communion is not served are more like the morning and evening prayers. However, while these services 

mark time in a sense, they are not services in which we greet or part from the light of day – and therefore 

many of the texts written for Morning or Evening Prayer do not quite fit our liturgies.  

When worship teams get together to shape a week of worship, their first question should be: What kind of 

services do we think we are putting together here? What is the goal and context of these services? How does 

the communion service and the other services in this week hang together? The answers to these questions 

will determine how the rhythm and content of your liturgies will look.           

 

Chapel This Week 

Worship this week is organized around Dr. Martin Luther King’s prophetic witness to the church regarding 

the ethical issues of his day, including racism, violence, and poverty, and continue his lead by allowing our 

faith to speak to the ethical issues of our day. What does it look like to continue that witness in Word,  

Sacrament, and action? This week’s worship team comes forth from the class on Preaching and Ethics taught 

by Rev. Dr. Randy Bush, senior pastor at East Liberty Presbyterian Church just down the road from the  

seminary (www.cathedralofhope.org). On Thursday, communion is celebrated by him and ordained ministers 

and fellow students Scott KuechenmeisterHall (ELCA) and Eric McIntosh (Baptist). 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

HICKS READER 

 

 Dr. Edwin Chr. 

Van Driel 

 Tai Brown 

 Kendra 

Buckwalter 

 Jon Draskovic 

 Catherine 

Mohr 

 Valerie Parm 

CHAPEL 

TEAM 

Monday 

1.16.2012 

 

 

Martin Luther King 

Jr.’s Birthday—no 

chapel 

Tuesday 

1.17.2012 

 

THEME 

Struggles of the past: 

The prophetic words 

of Dr. King  

 

Wednesday 

1.18.2012 

 

THEME 

Struggles of today: 

Discovering our call 

here and now 

Thursday 

1.19.2012 

 

THEME 

A new creation:  

There is a Balm in  

Gilead 

 

Communion Today 

http://www.cathedralofhope.org/

